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Likewise, the strength of a state is the sum of its resources, which include the size of its population, its size and geographical
reach, the quality of its workforce, and its competitiveness in the international arena. In fact, many states use military force to
secure their interests, and some states engage in military aggression in order to achieve their foreign policy goals.^[@CR1]^
Although conventional military forces are composed of soldiers, policemen, and soldiers who serve in noncombatant roles, they
are the instrument for a state's exercise of power.^[@CR2]^ Armed conflict will inevitably ensue, as states are continually
armed and thus seek to protect their national interests by intervening in other states. Nevertheless, the intensity of armed conflict
is influenced by a number of factors. For instance, if there is an escalation of armed conflict, the cost to the participating states
will be higher.^[@CR2]^ The factors that influence the dynamics of an armed conflict are an interesting subject to study, for
understanding the escalation of an armed conflict is essential for the prevention of international armed conflict.^[@CR3]^ In
fact, understanding the dynamics of an armed conflict may be a useful tool for avoiding a military conflict, because once
a military conflict has been initiated, the most important aspect is the decision to escalate the conflict.^[@CR3]^ Three
mechanisms are often used to explain how a state gains an advantage in an armed conflict: the threat of force, the use of force,
and the credibility of force.^[@CR4]^ The threat of force is defined as an assertion of state strength through force.^[@CR4]^
The use of force is defined as the actual employment of force, which may include conventional military force as well as the use
of force to achieve other goals.^[@CR4]^ Finally, the credibility of force is defined as a state's perceived capacity to carry out
and sustain the use of force.^[@CR4]^ Despite the importance of the credibility of force, there has been relatively little
research into the credibility of force. Some studies that did address the credibility of force focused on how a state may benefit
from exercising its military power. For instance, in the 1950s, many countries feared that the Soviet Union could seek to create
instability in their foreign relations.^[@CR5]^ Therefore, these countries adjusted their strategy so that they 82157476af
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